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Homily Notes and Commentaries 

Readings from the Lectionary for Mass (Weekdays, Year I) 
Fortnight for Freedom 2015 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 

 

Monday, June 22, 2015  
Monday of the 12th Week of Ordinary Time / Optional Memorial of St. John Fisher and St. 
Thomas More (based on the optional readings from the Proper of Saints) 
 

• “If you are insulted for the name of Christ, blessed are you.” The “name” is the whole 
identity, and thus we are called to stand up for the “whole Christ”, including his teachings 
that may not be popular and his teachings that to which it may be difficult to conform 
ourselves. 

• In our consumeristic age, we go to great lengths to avoid even the slightest discomfort or 
inconvenience, much less suffering. How many of us have ever had to make truly 
substantial sacrifices on behalf of our faith? “Whoever is made to suffer as a Christian 
should not be ashamed but glorify God because of the name.” 

• St. John Fisher and St. Thomas More chose to surrender their lives into the hands (and 
the law) of the heavenly king, rather than into the hands (and the unjust law) of an earthly 
king. 

 
 
Tuesday, June 23, 2015 
Tuesday of the 12th Week in Ordinary Time 

• As men of virtue and faith, Abraham and Lot were able to overcome their quarrels in 
order to arrive at peaceful solutions which were beneficial to all parties. When dealing 
with those with whom we disagree, are we willing to take the risk of negotiating in good 
faith? 

• Sometimes, at least, there are those who are not interested in the Church’s mission of 
leading to holiness or heaven, but only in her material and worldly manifestations. Jesus 
warns us not to take time explaining theology to those for whom the effort will only be 
wasted; and yet, we must give them something, even if it is only the spiritual food that is 
fit for children. 

• The “narrow gate” is the way of the cross, which comes to us continually, though in 
various guises. Working for religious liberty will lead us to the cross, perhaps when 
neighbors or co-workers ridicule us because of the Church we belong to or for our 
lifestyles. 
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Wednesday, June 24, 2015 
Solemnity of the Nativity of John the Baptist (readings for Mass during the Day) 

• Isaiah says that it is not enough to be God’s servant, in other words, to be people of 
maintenance, who do only the minimum that is required of us and preach “to the choir” 
alone. Rather, God says through Isaiah that we must look beyond ourselves, becoming 
light to everyone, to all the nations, in order for salvation may reach to the ends of the 
earth. The mission of the Church reaches beyond the architectural and liturgical 
boundaries of the church building. 

• What freed Zechariah in the Gospel was obedience. His obedience to the angel’s 
command, “John is his name” is what gave him true freedom. John the Baptist himself 
became great with the “hand of the Lord” upon him precisely because he learned this 
lesson of humble obedience from his parents. Sometimes we seek a false freedom on our 
own terms, without discerning how the Lord desires us to use our freedom. 

• Religious freedom is necessarily yoked to obedience to the Word of God. Without God’s 
Word as our touchstone, freedom can devolve into a misguided pursuit of our own 
agendas and ambitions under the guise of piety. 
 

Thursday, June 25, 2015 
Thursday of the 12th Week in Ordinary Time 

• It seems that Abram and Sarai are impatient with God and  his promises of an heir; and 
yet, the Lord uses even their impatience to bring about a blessing for Hagar with her 
future numerous descendants. We need to be patient in letting the work of God come to 
fruition, even if it should mean submitting to abuse for a time as Hagar did. Also, we are 
never too old to be useful to God as the 86 year old Abram proves in this reading. 

• Jesus reserves severe condemnation for those who would pay him lip service, and then do 
the opposite of what they say in their actions. There is need of a careful discernment of 
truth. Many of those condemned thought they were acting for God. Fidelity, truth and 
charity are inseparable from the entirety of our identity as Christians, even if they should 
lead to criticism or persecution. 

• Christ himself is the rock on which we build and to which we cling. We can trust the 
house of the Church founded on him to stand strong in the midst of contrary teachings 
that may blow in a secular culture. 

• “Not everyone who says to me ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven.” 
Throughout history, mere self-interest and barely disguised personal ambition have often 
been wrapped in a veneer of traditional religious language. Let us be ever mindful that, as 
we cry out for freedom and change, we are motivated by the call of the Gospel, not by 
selfishness or political ambition. 
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Friday, June 26, 2015 
Friday of the 12th Week in Ordinary Time 

• If Abraham is obstinate in wondering whether Sarah will ever give birth, the Lord is even 
more persistent in calling him to faith and to standing by his promises. Nevertheless, 
Abraham and Sarah did have to wait a long time! But the Lord proved faithful in his own 
time, and he will prove so to us as well. 

• The Psalmist speaks of the Fear of the Lord—this is not the reaction we all experience to 
danger. Rather, this is a virtue to be taught. It is a reverence and respect for the one 
greater than us, especially in those moments when we do not understand his action or 
seeming inaction. 

• Jesus not only restores the leper to physical wholeness, he also restores him to social and 
religious wholeness. He is no longer forced to worship God on the margins of society, but 
can go to the Temple like everyone else. Religious freedom is a call for a similar 
wholeness, seeking the right for every aspect of religion to be accepted as such. 
Moreover, our struggle for religious freedom must never overlook those in our own 
society who remain in the margins. 
 

Saturday, June 27, 2015 
Saturday of the 12th Week of Ordinary Time / Optional Memorial of St. Cyril of Alexandria 
(readings for the weekday) 

• Sarah, in her old age, could not help but laugh when she heard the suggestion that she 
would soon be with child. Are there any of the Lord’s promises made to us which we 
scoff at, or fail to take seriously? The Lord’s promise of peace and freedom can be ours 
as we strive, one day at a time, to incorporate his will into our lives. 

• A Roman Centurion, who, we can presume, worshipped the pantheon of Roman gods 
instead of the one true God, nonetheless finds the faith to approach Jesus with a dire 
need. Jesus himself is clearly impressed by the Roman official’s faith. Are there not times 
that we make presumptions about the lack of faith of our own elected officials when their 
policies differ from our preferences? Are we willing to see and acknowledge their faith, 
even as we strive to bring about policies that may differ from theirs? Do we pray 
sincerely for our elected officials with whom we have differences? 

• At the house of Peter’s mother-in-law, Jesus is said to have cured the sick and to have 
driven out demons from those brought to him. Let us pray that the Lord will continue to 
drive out the many demons of indifference – indifference to the sanctity of human life, 
indifference to respect for the proper role of human sexuality, indifference to the 
shocking numbers of fellow human beings who go without basic essentials. Relief from 
these demons of indifference is an important step to take in the direction of true freedom. 
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Monday, June 29, 2015 
Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul (readings for Mass during the Day) 

• Paul speaks of himself as “being poured out,” “competing well,” “finishing the race,” 
“keeping the faith,” and “longing for the Lord’s appearance.” In all of these, Paul is 
striving, and the Lord alone is achieving. We must do all that we can in our longing for 
the Lord, while turning over any accomplishments completely to the Lord. Notice the 
images Paul employees imply effort, or even struggle. Living out our own faith is rarely a 
passive, relaxed event. If we wish others to accept our faith and way of life, we must be 
sure that we ourselves are striving to live the whole of our faith, not just the comfortable 
and easy parts. 

• Peter’s profession of faith comes not from “flesh and blood” but from Jesus’ own 
“heavenly Father”. Our faith is not dependent on human opinion, but on God. There is 
still need to use human reason to make the important decisions in our world, but the faith 
which purifies that reason is divine. We need both. 

• Matthew’s Gospel reminds us that Peter, who ultimately died the death of a martyr at the 
hands of the Roman Empire, is the rock upon which the Lord built his Church. In that 
case, the willingness to embrace and undergo struggle in the face of opposition is part of 
the foundational fabric of the Church. If we live our faith fully, like Peter, it will always 
demand more of us than an hour a week. 

• Our action for religious liberty begins with freeing ourselves from sin and falsehood, but 
it must continue with proclaiming that freedom, won by Christ, to the rest of the world. 

 

Tuesday, June 30, 2015 
Tuesday of the 13th Week of Ordinary Time / Optional Memorial of the First Martyrs of the Holy 
Roman Church (readings for the weekday) 

• The first reading from Genesis recounts part of the story of Lot and his family fleeing the 
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, those “poster children”, as it were, for civil societies 
which had turned radically from God and refused to repent. But as God rained destruction 
on these notorious cities, Lot’s wife just could not resist a glance back. It is easy for us, 
too, to become attached to the values of the secular society we grow up and live in. As 
God calls us, too, to live more for the next world than this one, are there some aspects of 
the secularized world we might have trouble leaving behind? 

• In the Gospel, the Lord speaks truth to his disciples—why do they fear death in the 
presence of the resurrection and the life? The Lord of all creation speaks a word of 
rebuke to his own creature of wind and sea, which are more obedient than the disciples, 
who respond less in faith than in amazement. 

• In the Church’s struggle for religious liberty, the winds and the sea of secularism will 
undoubtedly try to provoke us to rely on our own powers, which can only lead to 
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frustration and fear. Faith reminds us that we ever stand in the presence of the Lord of all, 
and we need not fear at all. 

 

Wednesday, July 1, 2015 
Wednesday of the 13th Week of Ordinary Time / In Dioceses of the U.S.A.:  Optional Memorial of 
[St.] Junípero Serra (readings for the weekday) 

• The first reading from Genesis brings us face to face with the thorny issue of class 
distinctions. Sarah, Abraham’s lawful wife, resented the presence of the slave woman 
Hagar, and the son Hagar had born to Abraham. Hagar and her small son experienced the 
rigors of expulsion and exile, and they nearly died as a result. God, however, smiled upon 
Hagar and her son despite their lowly status, and provided them with relief. In our own 
time and place, how willing are we to be God’s hands and feet in providing for the poor, 
the displaced, and the exiled – many of whom are in our own communities and parishes? 
The path to religious freedom begins with our safeguarding the freedom and dignity of 
the modern-day Hagars who may have no one else to speak for them. 

• Jesus was concerned not just to re-gather the tribes of Israel, but to reach out to all the 
non-Jewish nations as well. He combatted evil in pagan territory as well as in Jewish. 
Injustice (evil) anywhere in the world is an opportunity and a responsibility to reach out 
in faith and cast it out. Sadly, sometimes we have become so used to the evil that is 
around us that we fear the change that will come with driving it out. 

• In the fight for religious liberty, we do well to encourage our fellow citizens that the 
vision we hold of religious freedom is a good, strong and healthy vision. We need to 
show how the light offered by our faith is better than their darkness. 

 

Thursday, July 2, 2015 
Thursday of the 13th Week in Ordinary Time 

• In return for Abraham’s unconditional faithfulness, God promised him that his decedents 
would be numerous, and that they would find blessing in “all the nations of the earth”. 
Our kinship with one another, then, extends well beyond the close blood relationship of 
immediate family. Often, in both ages past and in the present, violations of freedom have 
stemmed from the nagging human habit of forgetting that we are all brothers and sisters 
in the Lord. As we struggle to maintain our own religious freedom, it is important to 
acknowledge and affirm our spiritual kinship, even with those with whom we disagree. 

• Not all are able to recognize God’s handiwork in their midst. In today’s Gospel, Jesus 
performs a miraculous cure. The scribes, however, as religious authority figures of the 
time, saw evil afloat instead of good, blasphemy instead of a compassionate miracle. 
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There are those in our world today who would label the Church’s activities and stances 
on many issues as violations of freedom, rather than the affirmation of freedom which 
they truly are. May we have the wisdom and patience to point out God’s goodness to 
those who disagree with us. 

• Jesus recognized that the paralytic’s suffering had its roots in sin. In forgiving the 
paralytic’s sins, Jesus also enabled him to be mobile once again, and to rejoin the 
community. Perhaps our society’s inability to affect positive change in so many areas is 
rooted in the sinful attachments to which we have become anchored down. For all of us, 
and for those around us, Christ offers forgiveness. He also offers us the graces to identify 
and free ourselves from whatever forces render us immobile. 
 

Friday, July 3, 2015 
Feast of St. Thomas, Apostle 

• Christians live in this world always holding to the vision and promise of the next. Our 
faith in heaven affects how we live on earth. And every action and decision we make 
either builds up or tears down our preparedness, our openness, to the heavenly kingdom. 
This vision and promise is rooted in the witness of the Apostles. 

• Like Thomas, many in our world today question what we believe because, they say, our 
beliefs lack visible proof. May our lives and witness to the Gospel be so filled with 
courage, conviction, and compassion that these things provide proof positive that we are 
indeed God’s hands, eyes, and lips in this world. 

• Because of Thomas’s initial hesitation to believe the news that Jesus had risen, he has 
come to be known to countless generations of Christians as “Doubting Thomas”. This is 
unfortunate, since his eventual encounter with the Risen Lord inspired Thomas to make 
one of the most unequivocal declaration of the divinity of Christ in the New Testament: 
“My Lord and my God!” May those who disagree with us or feel threatened by us come 
to experience the abiding presence of the Risen Lord firsthand through our faith, our joy, 
and our love for others. 

 

Saturday, July 4, 2015 
In the Dioceses of the United States of America: Independence Day  
(These reflections are based on a few select options from the readings for Masses for Various 
Needs and Occasions. These reflections reference only a few of the many possible readings.) 

• [No. 882-10  Ezekiel 3:17-21] Often, in the name of “not rocking the boat”, we remain 
complacent about current trends, habits, and even legislation that differ from the Gospel 
of Christ. God commissioned Ezekiel to do just that – to rock the boat when he 
encountered “wicked conduct”. How can we become more credible witnesses to the 
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Gospel in our land? Clearly, the task can be frightening and formidable, but in a real way 
we are all appointed watchmen by virtue of our baptisms. In what ways  is the Lord 
calling us to be Ezekiels in our own communities right now? 

• [No. 883-2 Romans 8:18-30]  In the face of relentless opposition and even persecution, it 
is all too tempting to declare failure and give up. St. Paul, in this powerful passage, 
reminds us that whatever struggle we face in the practice of our faith will be worth it in 
the end. What are the “sufferings of this present time”? Are we confident that 
unsurpassable glory awaits those who struggle for the faith in the here and now? Be 
courageous. It is no less than the Spirit who aids us in our weakness. 

• [No. 886-1 Matthew 5:1-12a] The Beatitudes from the Lord’s Sermon on the Mount are 
some of the most well-known and recognizable of all of the sayings of Jesus. May we 
never allow the familiarity of these statements to lessen the enormous challenges that 
they articulate for us. The very things that Jesus is calling “blessed” are, in fact, things 
that we generally do all in our power to avoid in our world today. Perhaps a closer 
reading of – and adherence to – the Lord’s words here could pave the way for a 
transformation of society, and for a nation truly guided by the light of Christ. 


